CoNect Direct 



April. 1991 



This little introductory paragraph is getting harder and harder to write It seems 
the last few months it's b^en just a listing of who's closing up 1 This month is no 
exception the rumor mill has it that the May issue of Rainbow is the last The news 
isn't really a great shock, since the magazine has been preparing to close down for the 
last year But it's still depressing 

We are planning on publishing a master list of the CoCo related publications 
currently available, with the first installment printed below If you know of a CoCo 
related publication not listed, please send information to Collect, and we will publish U 
in a future edition of this newletter Since I can't personally subscribe to all of these 
publications, a short description of content, etc would be helpful 

Sources 1 

Tr>» following i.st ,5 l.m.ted to pubUations that are nctuBlly shaping, or not yet released 

CoCo Triends Disk Magazine: A bi-montly disk magazine for the Disk Basic user 
One side of the flippy is articles, reviews, letters, etc The other side fs programs. and 
tends to run a full as it can possibly be packed' 

vear subscription t» (US) foreign price* not available at press time 
Ride's Computer Enterprise, f OIO» 876, liberty KY 4*H» 

MOTD: This bi-monthly is the official publication of the 059 User's Group To get it, 
join the OS^G 1 Membership gives you access to their extensive software library, as well 
as other goodies from time to time 

Vearly Dues *8S (US) 
059 Users Group, PO Box ?H3I, Oes Moines Iowa SOWS 

Htne Times: BiMonthly disk magazine for the 0S9 user Programs, help columns, hints, 

etc 

Year subscription- |34« (US), 135 » (Canadian), *« SS (World) 
JW T Enterprises, 5755 loOjwood Blvd Voungstown OH 4451E 

Uptime: This montly newsletter mainly features advertisements? Who would have thought 
lots of ads could be a feature' 7 But nowadays it's hard to find ads' Editorial oontent has 
been going up recently, also 

Vear subscribtion fi installments of |>50 (US), *9O0 (Canadian), or tll.OO (world) 
JWT enterprises, S?S5 Loetewood Blvd Vounestown OH 44*tt 

the world of 68 micros: This is a new magazine, with the first issue planned for 
August of this year Published every six weeks (8 issues/year) Covers both DECB and uS9 

Vear Subscription- |£J (US), forie^n Price* not available at press tiae 
FAUNA Systems, 904 6n*J Ave Warner *etHn* OA 3I09B 



Powering Up* 

One of the more popular home-brew modifications to the CoCo has been installing it 
in an IBM case This mod is becoming even more popular as Tandy disk drive cases become 
harder to find- often an entire AT clone case can be bought for the price of a single bay 
eMternal drive case' 



rho rirot ol.p of tho p^oo.dur. i „ fairly tt^i^tforw^d- fitting tho motherboard 

tf.to the box and running extentions of all the motherboard connections to the back panel 
requires a bit of soldering, but no special talent for curcuitry 

The next step is getting the buss adapter of your choice in there Y cables are no 
problem, since they can be twisted and turned until everything fits Happily, the XPander 
15 easy to fit as well, since it grows vertically, rather than farther to the right The 
MultiPak: and SlotPak will require a little more work- usually a short ribbon cable with 
suitable connectors is used to allow cramming the mpi in over the motherboard The 
slotpak, by virtue of being smaller, is a bit easier to fit, but still requires the ribbon 
cable to bend' the buss 

Which brings us to the main work of repackaging a CoCo- hooking it all up to the 
PC style power supply To do this, the built in supplies have to be disabled, *$ outlined 
below 

^Jfie CoGo dllo tficii (rctoid - 

1) Remove Ql This is the main 5v regulator with the big black heatsink 

2) Connect +I2v to the cathode (not banded) end of D2 and the anode (banded) end of 014 

3) Connect -I2v to the cathode (not banded) end of D4 
A) Connect +5v to the end of R19 closest to Ql 

5) Connect CND to motherboard gnd A good spot is one of the 2 large silver pads where 
the copper dips formerly extended up to meet the CoCo keyboard 

oUuLttllPal' 

1) Remove IC9 (front left side of mpi board) 

2) Remove R7 (front right side of mpi board near slot switch) 

3) Connect +5v to the circle labeled +5v TPI (to the right of slot 1) 

4) Connect +12v to the circle labeled TP2 +I2v (to the right of slot 2) 

5) Connect -I2v to the circle labeled -12v TP3 (in front of slot I, the banded end of Dl) 

6) Connect CNO to one of the many ground pads (the large light green area covering half 
of the top of the mpi board is a ground plane, pick any handy point) 

7) Leave to power switch turned OFF, or remove it completely 

8) Put the slot selector at slot four 

OC<Pond«i" 

The XPander has no on board power supply To elimate the external power pak, make up a 
cable with a 1/8 inch 3 conductor (sttrio) male phono plug This is the same plug you'll 
find on a pair of 'Walkman 1 type headphones Connect +I2v to the tip (center) Connect -*2v 
to the ring (the other small connection, just outside tip), and GND to the barrel (long 
post that also serves as strain relief for the cable) 



Hope to see all of you at the Test! 



-Ricku 



Color Computer Hardware 

Collect Hint RS252 Port 1 Don't let the name fool you! Thlf ff • full 
featured serial port, supporting the signals needed for flow control as well as the basic 
A Jumper blocks allow readdressing, or swapping DSR/DCD. No custom cables or hardware 
widgets needed here' OnCy $49-99 ( v CBtJl * *y»t»»* rewr* povtr supply, •<» t»») 

CoNgCt y COX 1 Anyone whos owned a CoCo for more than a few days knows how 
touchy it's expansion buss can be Although V cables do allow low buget buss expansion, the 
average hunk of ribbon cable with a few connectors on it doesn't help reliability any 
Enter the V Bom' Helps support add on packs, without resting on desktop itself. Powered 
version can supply +/~l2volts to those Paks that can't live without* 

aRc y Sox $29.95 fpourci <y $39-99 

CoftBCt XPtITIt£er : Dont you think the CoCo would be elot nicer without all that 
mess hanging off the right side? Of course it would! Our XPander allows mounting two 
/3CS driven devices (like a floppy and hard drive controller) inside your CoCo, as well as 
a fully decoded card into the ROMPort Or, you can configure the ROMPort to disable the 
internal hardware, and run ROMs Built in no-slot RS232 Port is similar to our 'Mlni- 
d?5cribed above The CoCo does have to be reassembled into a new lower case half, but 
there is no soldering required to get the XPander up and running rfYour OnCy $119.99 



CofiuCt Custom CabteS 3 If you don t see the cable you need, just aik! 

R5232- Six feet in length Select from the following options: 

CPIWide oaes, oe», cooo 4 r* t>;tb»r»»er j Mudemelde: o«tt or ott 

Inside: normal, nun modern, OCO/DSB ivsp c4**y «5tyC« $9~95 

Disk Drive Power Converter- specify size of connectors needed $9-99 

HltacFllf IcatlOTV CoNect will install a Hitachi 6309 cpu (and socket) into your 
CoCo3 Machine must be in working condition' The 6809 is returned as spare or ??? 
90 day limited warranty Cfiifi and In^tatCoUon. Onfy $29.95 



Color Computer Hardware 

Cotor Computer Three 5 Brand new, in the box 128K CoCos, with the manuals 
and even that dumb little TM/Game switch! Onfy a \e.\Mr Ceft ot $99.99 

HS CoLof MOUSS' The official' little black mouse with the big red button Not a 
bad piece of hardware, actually- except for the missing second fire button. Works with 
anyones hires interface, or straight into the CoCo cfVaiur $12.95 

Tandy DMP105 Pr/intor 1 Long lived 9 pin dot matrix dr»tf quality printer 
This unit looks to have a few years left! Laii On* $64.95 



Tandy Joysticks' A pair of cheap full-floating joysticks at a cheap price 
Single fire button Suitable for most apps, some games IP0I1 f 01 $3-95 

Tandy Orcfiestra-OOcC 1 Good sounding four voice sterio synth with additional 
percussion voice (The drums »f at best fair) If this pak understood Midi, It would cost 

sioo! <ft*ur $14-95 liaed $9 95 

Tandy SpeacFl/Sound 1 No manuals on these used Speech Paks, but th*y all 
work fine on a CoCo3 ^litd $24.95 

Orphan^ 1 Used Hardware that needs a home! 

dHodem^Poit 1 Marty's ModemPak to RS232 Conversion 2400bps or slower $24.95 

dHodem^Pal- 1 A Tandy ModemPak without ROM Runs any software, even 0S9 Lvl2 
stuff, through the built in 300 baud modem (requires at least a Y cable) $24-95 

£JS>50O S)iiuc Gaac/lPtS 1 Perfectly usable full height floppy case and power 
supply, with data/power cables for 2 half height drives Definately not sexy* Case is made 
to stand vertically, but I won't tell if you lay it on it's side-) $34-95 

ffltClO cRom nifigiade* I6K by 8 static RAM, all in a neat little box $9-99 

Qaft^ettc intci|ace : For the PCx pocket computers' New in box $14.95 



Disk Extended Color Basic 



Games 



Dallas QuBSt* JR and they gang still live in this disk based graphic adventure 
from DataSoft No color on RGB systems Sl^td $9 95 

FCtgFltSLmf : The ancient CoCo2 night flight' simulator ^iJtd $3-99 

Ghnnnbwaiia* Early Steve Bjork arcade game RGB patch <fYeur £4-95 

OnB OTI OnC 1 Who says Larry Bird Is gone? Not a Bird fan? OK, meet Dr J' 2 player 
or challange the CoCo RGB patch ifYtur $8-93 

Pitfall 2 = Fairly challanging dodge the meanies maze game from Actlvlsion ROB color 

patch *Ua*d $4-95 

UudLo Ball : An exceptional pinball simulation- unfortunately b&w on an rgb 
monitor This tape game includes a copy on disk for those who no longer have a cassette 
recorder ^ed $9 95 

Sands Of Egypt 1 Graphic adventure from DataSoft Difficult for beginning 
mapmakers- expect to wander thought the desert a bit! B&W on rgb. *Uaed 4995 
ShuTTlUS : A shoot the badguys maze game BflcW on rgb 'Uafcd SO. 99 



Applications 



Color Profile 1 Disk based CoCo2 database program <U»cd $1999 

Dlstt EDT^SH' 6B09 assembler/editor/dtbug 80ool patch <Ua«d $22-99 

GraphtCOm* CoCo2 drawing program from Cheslre Cat Software *U4ed $9-95 
lni>e&tOgraph s Investment analysis for the CoCo2 Can download data directly from 
CompuServ or Dow Jones *U»*d $B~99 

MOX'10' ColorWares excellent followup to CoCoMax! Beautiful WYSIWYG word processor 
Later version, can use Tandy HiRes Only I in stock! Ilifcd $22-95 

Disk SpBCtaCUtator* Disk based (32 column screen) spreadsheet from the Shack 
99 rows and 99 columns <Ua*d $12. 99 

Telewriter 64' Still the ultimate CoCo2 word processor tiled $10.99 



RomPaks 



»-4 f RUTlDld 1 Brnbut type smash the wall' game from Taito Separate versions for 
CoCo2 or 3 in the SAME RomPak* dVcur $5-99 

Castle of Tharrogad 1 Update of the old Dungeons of Daggorith game for the 
CoCo3 Mouse control, saves game without cassette! ^Ulcd $4 95 

Color File 2 1 Tape based CoCo filing system dKeur $3 99 

Color ScripSit 2' Tape based word processor for CoCo2 or 3 38x24 display on the 
CoCo3' dKeur $4-99 

Diagnostics' Old CoCo2 diagnostic rom dVeur $2-99 

Downland* Addictive vertical maze CC2 and CC3 versions. cfXcur $6-99 

Dungeons of DagUDrLtrV A CoCo classic' Basically a room maze with added 
complications, like meanies and tourchts that keep going out Games save to tape 

cAfeur $6.99 

QFL Football 1 Single player football game with unique players POV window, as well 

as the traditional overhead Many teams of various abilities to ohoose from. Some of them 

can really challenge your ooaching skills! 

MotcOTTl Mortar* Fairly clever CoCo3 maze game 

Poltergeist* "They re here" 

Predator* Just because it bleeds dont mean you can kill it 

Had Warrior 1 Vertical maze with meanies Nicer than most 

Shanghai' Mah Jongg on the CoCo3! Very addictive! 

Springster* A stacked blocks maze with bad guys and goodies 

Super Pitfall 1 Update of the old Pitfall2 disk game 

Tetris* Everybody knows what Tetrts Is! 

Thexder* Old fashioned' Nintendo style shoot em up 



fAfcUT 


$4 95 


<Ua*d 


$4-99 


<U9*d 


*3-99 


<Ua*d 


$6.99 


dYcur 


$6.99 


dV«ur 


*6-95 


<Uaed 


$6 99 


<Ua«d 


$6.99 


*Uaed 


$9-95 


dVeur 


$4 95 



0S9 

LeueC OTIC 1 DOS and assemble for CoCol or 2 ^ eur $34-99 

LeueL One WJh Upgrad. to Level 1 (Lvll required) Tlied $495 

SDtSeV Replacement for ccdisk 40/80 track, s/d density, etc 'Ua^d $4-99 

LRUet Tu>0 : DOS and Basic09 for the CoCo3 Jieur $39-99 

MuLttUuB 1 GUI for Level 2 systems Includes the Windlnt module (replacement for 

stocV grfint and required by some programs) JV*U7 $22. 05 

Uei/Pafc- Completes Level Two RMA assembler, tsmon, scred, more 'Hied $39-99 



PatchOS9= e 



very public domain patch 1 could find, and a nifty auto-install program 



(auto requires 2 ds disk drives, request ss disks if needed) 



c/Veur S3 95 



llastCU9 : Why did they leave Basic out of the Level I package? tlacd $14.99 

L Compile r : Cot a few more, but call CoNect anyway (evenings and weekends) to 
reserve one TheylJ vanish fast ^Uitd $59-99 

li-L. Logo : Excellent learning language It even talks!(S/S supportj'Uacd $1995 
PttSCat= ISO Standard 7185 1 LevelO compiler tiled $39-99 

OS9 Applications 

Color Computer Artist 1 Window based graphics program can output OS9 
window format files- just merge into window for instant graphics! Nice mouse/monitor 
setup utility included dY*ur $5-99 

Desk Mate 1 CoCo2 Calendar, Text Editor, Index Cards, Paint, Ledger, and Telecom. No 
XModem mode, however <Watur $12. Q9 

DynaCatc* Best spreadsheet available for CoCo/OS9 80 col in Lvl2 Many eel! format 
options Sorts Windows Sticky titles Trig Lookup tables More! ^Yeur $34-99 

Home Publisher* Desktop publishing for the CC3. Could be faster, but worth 12 

buck * Mc W $n-99 

PhantomgrapFl' Tons of ways to see numbers! Line, bar, pie,and scatter Explode, 
stack, or color em in! Can import Dynacalc or Sylk files rfVcur $19 ,99 

Pto/iLe s Pretty good database from the folks who made Dynacalc <Ua*d $19,99 
Screen Dump Utility Dumps Lvll screens to printer <U*cd $4-99 

7/S Edit' Full screen text editor Both 0S9 and DECB included tlaed $9-09 
7/5 Spelt" Use with any 0S9 text editor 100K wor d dictionary <Uj«d $9-99 



OS9 Games 

CHUB VolRer 3 This vertical maze game come? with a Level! boot, but can be used 
under your LeveI2i The gfx get better, and become rgb computable Htacd $9-95 

fXtaht Simulator 2 1 Very impressive simulation from Sublogic This Is the 
sime 35 the Microsoft Flight Simulator available for IBM- clouds, wind, radio navigation, 
even mechanical failures of the aircraft are emulated ^Uled $12-99 

Interbank, Incident* Mouse driven CoCo? adventure runs on CoCo3 f but loses 
color It even speaks (with S/S Pak) tfYeur $12-99 

King's Quest 3* The ultimate CoCo3 adventure from Sierra The graphics have to 
be seen to be believed* iWeur $17-99 

ICOTOniS Rift* Arcade/Adventure game for CoCo3 You'll need those lightning fast 
reflexes and your brain to finish this one 1 «/Veur $7-99 

MlcrDSCOplC MlSStOn' Save the patient while battling the deadliest enemy of 
all, the human body' But watch out, you might learn some anatomy t/Yeur $9-99 

Rescue Oil Fractal US Shoot the bad guys Save the good guys Enjoy the 
graphics tfYeur $7.99 

rvDOUe 1 This maze adventure has been around for ages' Originally a text game, tt 
depends on Interesting play, instead of flashy graphics This release runs either the 
original text version, or an icon based gfx version that eases play tfictur $8.99 

SuB Battle Simulator* A thorough simulation of American or Oermen WW2 
tr* submarines dVeur $10-99 



Zone Runner Adventure in interstelj 



ar commerce 



t/Veur $0.99 



School's In! 



LOtor Math' Tape based arithmetic drill, cover.ng the bas.c 4. Copy on disk saves 
draggmg out the old tape recorder « " 

L. LOQO- Good mtr.duction langu.g. to computer programing From simpl. turtl. 
graphics to fairlg comply math ind loglc , tructur „ ^^j 

th.»kln* match.ng sk.Us, , nd moneg chingln8 Ag „ ? lQ „ ^^ a9 « 99 

Hands Oil- Th.s pack.,, from Childr.n, T.l.vi.ion Workshop InoluKts . limol. „„, rf 
pressor and dr.w,„, program Your .Mid c ork, or Zr. it "«h .,3, 

™ D ?o!!; tat \T 6 "'° mik * up * pict,,r •' * ,u • ' ior * to ^*r^„ 

word pro....,,,, wh... .ncouragin, cr..t.vitg From Sp,n„.k.r MtLUr *., Q « 

Micfe ey -s Spac .*d V8 ntur B - T.ao.s Bipping , frobln> ^J * d 

p.. .t.rg ,„,.».. th . 0lsnev vut for i9 „ e ^ up <■ 

Microscopic Mlsson- mtroducuon to .,..* , v . rg „.„„., ip . 0(alitg JJ £ 

Ih.nk of- from miorob.ologg to l,f„t gl „ „ d i„„, prtvtnli on. CC3 M ^ m <g g5 

KDCfcys Boots- T.ach., th. fund.m.nt.l conc.pt, of comput.r, ,„d dl.U.I logic 
U ,d..g ,«U,„.d program from th. L.arnin, Comp.ng, for ag., 9 »d up <U»«d *Q 05 

Success with Math- T ki . .. VV3 

, h . t ° tn Th,f P» ck *<l• " 9W toward, high .chool .lg.br. 

stents Two s..f p,„ d tutorials cov.r l,„„r .nd gu.or.tic .gu.tl.n.. *«„ »Q g, 

In d.nTs /V* 8 "' Uh D ° n0td ' Th " Up ' >"•< •'— — "«*•■ 

children 5-8 how to tell time <L d $ 

W« B .« In th. World is C«rm«n SandUgo?' Th,.". u 1"" 

most .njogabl. g,„ gr .phg l.sson IV. .v.r „.„! jy^ j 

!!£!!. B \V h ' P °° a l " thB "«""*"* •*«• W«»l- T..o h ..m. P 
r..d,n, and log.c.l thmk.ng A g „ 7 .nd up ^^ , g g j 



Bookshelf 



fiaStc09 TOUT GutdLe' If you are interested in learning Basic09, this it the 
book for you' Bg Dale Puckett dYeur $9-99 

fiegtnner's Gutde tO Windows' Covering the Level Two windowing 
system, graphics, and usage with Basic09 The first (and only) of a promised two volume 
set from Mssrs Plucktt and Dribble stands alone nicely d\cur $9 99 

Color Computer *4ssemblu Language Programming' The 

Bill Barden classic covers the 6B09 and interfacing to the D€CB rom Predates the CoCo3, 
but still an excellent primer to CoCo assy d\eur $5-99 

Programming trie 6009* This book by Rodnay 2aks and William Labiak comes 
highly recommeded liaatd $599 



Tape 



Bedlam 1 You're in, and you want to get out of this nutty place* ^l^ed $4-99 

Madness and the Minotaur 1 search for treasure ti^ed $4.99 

PoOUan* Arcade Save yer piglets from the big bad wolf *Ua*d $4.99 

Pyramid 2000* Slightly reworked version of "Original Adventure"<Ui*d $4-99 

Rofefei-TU' Venture Into the temple of a lost civilization tided $4-99 

Radio Salt* An exceptional pinball simulation! BfltW on rgb *Ua*»d $7-99 



About CoNect 



The trend is growing' CoCo suppliers are dropping faster than 
support from Radio Shack. Most of the ones left carry only a few Hems, 
with occasional lots of surplus goods sold at blowout prices. 

Like most remaining vendors, CoNect has a few items we 
manufacture, and while they provide most of our income, we want to do 
something more for the community. To this end, we attempt to stock 
everything. Every dollar CoNect takes in (and a few more) goes into 
purchase of formerly common items like CoCos, disk controllers, software, 
and other CoCo-specif ic goods. 

Our pricing reflects our determination to remain in the market, If 
you find somebody blowing out DynaCalc's for $5* by all means buy one. But 
rest assured that long after those 2 dozen units are gone, CoNect will still 
be selling them, as well as replacement CoCo's and ports and mice and...... 

Ordering Info- 

Our mailing address is 

CoNect 

4«9 South 90th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 532H 

Or call (414) 258-2989 evenings and weekends Else, leave EMail on Delphi 
(RICKULAND) or Internet (rickulandedelphi.com) 

We accept personal checks or money orders Sorry, no plastio get All orders 
please include f 4 00 shipping and handling. Larger items will have the additional 
shipping cost included in the price! 



Legal Stuff: 



All hardware manufactured by CoNect carries a 90 dag limited warranty. Used 
hirdware hat been tested, unfortunately, we cant guarantee anything more than it will 
work when you receive it * 

Software that doesn't boot will be repaired or replaced' at our option. What this 
means is, anything we have (or can get) more of will be replaced with a new copy. Used or 
surplus software will be restored from our master copy 

Wanted, Dead or Alive! 

CoNect is interested in buying your old Color Computer or KMA' (TC70, MM/ 1, 
SystemlV) hardware or software, working or not Software must include the original disk, 
even if it doesn't boot In fact, we often don't care if you even have a working oopyl We 
are after that original disk, manual, and license-) 

We are also interested in your original software packages or hardware designs 
CoNect can assist in production, and pays competitive royalties for eeoh unit sold. 



